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o tiger’s start wars? Do
elephants drop bombs on
each other? Of course not.
Man is the only dangerous animal
on this planet for he is the only
one that destroys everything
around him through his sheer
greed and ignorance. To make
matters worse in India, the tusks
are being removed from
elephants and the skins and bones
of tiger are clandestinely
exchanged across the border
areas and migratory birds are not
only captured but also even sold
at astronomical prices around the
world.

Yet every year with the advent
of October, (October 2 to 8),
Wildlife Week is celebrated in the
country and elsewhere to not only
create an awareness but also to
accelerate the conservation of
our dwindling wild species. Sadly
after the week is over, the issue is

scenario, climate changes could
trigger off a major catastrophe
and by far the biggest threat to
biodiversity that mankind has ever
faced. Yet the Indian wildlife
community remains largely
ignorant of the impacts of a
changing global climate on
microhabitats within the country.
Thus far, policy makers have
remained blissfully unaware of the
dangers and reality of climate
change. But the truth is that the
subcontinent will be one of the
areas of the planet hardest hit by
the consequences of global
warming.

Yet Tiger continues to be the
cynosure of the government’s
conservationist efforts. Is it
because tiger is our national
animal? If so, what happens to
the peacock, our national bird?
The rampant killing of this
beautiful bird continues unabated

ingHarmony with

simply sidelined but thanks to the
good efforts of various NGO's and
wild life conservationists these
hapless creatures roam freely on
our planet.

Man does not own the world.
He shares it with all living
creatures and they too have a
right to survive on this planet. The
fact is that all species on this
planet, including man himself
depends on each other for
survival. In such a prevailing
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for its feather in our country. But
the fact is tiger attract much
attention of governmental
authorities during the Wildlife
Week. Then, is tiger the only
species indispensable of the
fragile ecosystems? Or else, is it
the only species on the verge of
extinction? The answer is fairly
endorsed by the scientific
community as well as
conservationists. Besides, the
tigers there are many species that
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are on the verge of extinction or
endangered like them for the
balance of ecosystemes.

One of the most critically
endangered species, the plight of
the Ganges river dolphin is an
indication of the government’s
callous attitude to the wild. The
river dolphin, which is one of the
four fresh water dolphins in the
world, is on the verge of
extinction according to World
Wildlife Fund India (WWF). This is
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largely because of anthropogenic
pressures like pollution,
indiscriminate sand mining,
unrestricted fishing and
truncation of habitats due to the
construction of dams and
barrages.

At the current levels of
hunting Chimpanzees and gorillas
will have been eaten into
extinction within the next 15
years. In fact, poachers have killed
all but 20 rhinos in Zambia.

Though the killing problem is of
international proportions, it is
most severe in the Congo Basin
where 4.9 million tonnes of
wildlife are traded per year,
compared to the Amazon where
only 0.1 million tonnes of wildlife
are traded per year. Not only are
we facing an environmental
catastrophe but also we are
embarking on a humanitarian
crisis, as local communities are
deprived of essential food
sources.

The illegal trafficking of
wildlife products is the main
reason for the endangered
species happening all over the
world. So much so, every hour, a
species becomes extinct. Of
course, it is man doing this. If we
destroy our fellow species at this
rate, then the day will come when
finally we will destroy ourselves.
This is because we cannot survive
in a concrete desert, having killed
everything around us. If we don't
get the message today, tomorrow
will be too late.

This wildlife issue is a tribute
to some of the finest nature and
wildlife photo artistes both in our
country as well as overseas for
their courage and determination
in making our planet a better
place.
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